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CENTLEMEN of the Lower Houfe of ASSEMBLY,

S an Anfwer to the former Part of your Saturday’s Addrefs, concerning Mr. Darnall, the late Naval

“\ Ofticer of Patuxent Diftri&, I take the Liberty to communicate to you (and I defire they may be
entered on your Journal) an Addrefs that was prefented to me laft Tuefday by the Gentlemen of the Upper
Houfe (together with a Copy of the whole Report, of which you have been pleafed to give me an Extra&)
2 Letter that I thereupon.wrote to his Lordfhip’s Attorney-General, and his Anfwer, a2 Meflage which I
{ent to the Gentleme of the Upper Houfe the joth of laft Month, and another Addrefs from thes in
Anfwer thereto ; alfo Two Letters which I afterwards wrote to his Lordfhip’s Attorney-General, and the
Commiffioners of the Loan-Office, with a fecond Anfwer from the Attorney-General; by which, 1 hope,
you will be convinced, that before I received your Addrefs I had taken every Step in my Power to prevent
the Public’s fuffering Lofs by Mr. Darnall’s Mifdemeanor. _ ’

If you recur, Gentlemen, to thofe Addrefles of the Lower Houfe to me, wherein Mr. Darnall was carpt
§ . (ome Years ago, iyou will perceive that he was only objected to on Account of his {uppofed Attachment
8 10 the Principles of the Church of Rome (notwithftanding he had, by a previous Compliance with .every
B Tel propofcd by the Laws of Great-Britain and this Province, afforded a full Atteftation of his Conformity
¥ 0\dur prefent happy Ftablifiment both in Chuarch and State) ; but never did that Houfe fuggeft 1o me,

pot the lealt Room did they give me to fufpe@, that he wanted the Requifites which you think-ought,
% in all Promotions to Places of Profit and Truft, to be the principal Recommendatioans to Favour. ,
d ~ He had been in Office many Years before I arrived in the Province, and as far as 1 could learn, had
§ cxecuted it with Impartiality and Uprightnefs : I had not, as 1 obferved to the Lower Houfe at that Time,
$ bad long Experience of him, and tho’ I did foon afterwards appoint another Gentleman Attorney-General
8 ;o his Stead, yet I was not induced to take that Step by any Sufpicion of Mr. Darnall’s being fuch a Per-
8 (on as ought not to be Trufted ; and, Gentlemen, if they by whom the Lower Houfe of Aflembly was at
f that Time, or hath been fince compofed, entertained fuch a Sufpicion, T cannot help thinking they ufed
8 their Conftituents, as well as the Lord Proprietary and Myfelf, very ill, in not advifing me of it; for, had
% they done fo, we fhould not probably have fuffered the Lofs that is now likely to fall on us by Mr. Darzall’s
Failure. But indeed I cannot prevail on myfelf to believe that (however averfe fome People may have
been to his continuing Attorney-General,. from an Apprehenfion that he might be inclined to fhew Favour
| 0 Perfons of the Romifh Perfuafion) either your Predecefors, or You, apprehended any Inconvenience
| would arife to the Public from Mr. Darnall’s a&ing in the Capacity of Naval Officer, much lefs that ke
was likely to embezzle the Country’s Money ; otherwife I cannot account, Gentlemen, for your fuffering fo
8 many Sefhons to pafs (as will I fuppofe coft the Province more than Twenty Thoufand Pounds) fince he
[ was appointed Naval Officer, without once calling for his Accounts (which ought to have been lodged
¢ with your Clerk) and infpecting the Truftees Account, to fee whether he had punétually performed his
9 Duty, and in particular whether he had remitted to the faid Truftees in Londor, the Money which you
B Lnew he muft have colle&ted by Virtue of the Laws of this Province. I fay, Gentlemen, that if your Pre-
R deceffors, or You, were apprehenfive that his Condué was not upright and juft, I cannot account for yours,
8 foce 1 cannot fuppofe you connived fo long at his Proceedings purely that you may have an Opportunity
& of faying at this Time, that'he owes the Country a much larger Sum, over and above the Penalty of his
¥ Ofice Bond, than I fear will ever be paid.
8 As it would be, Gentlemen, very unjuft to take Occafion, from the Mifbehaviour of One, or of Two
8 Officers, to infinuate any Thing to the Difadvantage of the Reft, I flatter myfelf you will, when you
i fpeak of Mr. Darnall’s Conduét, avoid general Reflections, and diftinguith the Innocent from the Guilry,
being fatisfied that none of you imagine any perfonal Favour or Attachment induced me to continue that
. Gentleman fo long in Office : 1 fhould be forry if what you have faid thould lead others to think fo, or to
"} f{uppofe, that in beftowing Places of Trult or Profit, I have been influenced by fuch Motives rather than
2 by a Regard for the Good of the Community, which you may be affured I fhall always keep in View:
i An? if at any Time hereafter, while I may refide among you, it fhould happen that an unworthy Perfon,

(fof T muft often rely on the Recommendation of others) be appointed to an Ofice, you may be confident
that a Difcovery of his Demerit, fhall be to me a fufficient Incitement t0 fuch a Meafure as may prevent
any Lofs to the Pablic from his fubfequent Mifbehaviour.

May 5th, 1761.
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Mr. Murdock brings in and delivers to Mr. Speaker, the following Report:
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